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18 July 1969 .

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 18 July 1969

DD/I briefed on yesterday's meeting of the Review Group on the
SALT package. He noted that John J. McCloy was there with Gerard
Smith, who hopes to obtain the President's guidance on this matter
before the latter's departure for Asia on Tuesday. He reported thata
Senior Verification Panel has been established and is scheduled to
meet on Monday. The Panel will include the Director, Deputy Secretary
Packard, and probably U. Alexis Johnson.

Godfrey noted that as yet there is no cease-fire in the ''soccer
war'' but that one is anticipated, hopefully by noon today.

Carver reported that most of his time with Secretary Laird yes-
terday was spent discussing the Vietnam infiltration problem and the
Vietnamization of the war.

Maury pointed to the item in today's Washington Post on Senator
Symington's request for a second closed-door session of the Senate
within the next week to ten days. He asked whether it would be all
right to provide him with the same treatment given Senator Jackson
plus a copy of the fact sheet should he call and request data. The
Director made it clear that we should not volunteer to provide the
fact sheet should the Senator call and asked to be consulted in the event
the Senator does call.

Bross related that| | has been asked by the
Under Secretary of the Air Force to provide him with informal views
on the Froehlke report.

25

Approved For Re|mp2(§ﬁﬁ%%ﬁ: IA-RDP80R01284A0018(70110079-0
WO Q- i?

[ Y |




25X1

25X1

©

Approved&r Rel gﬁ 2bos7 ﬂ% CIA-RDP80R01284A001800110079-0

L. K. White

*Extracted and sent to action officer

Approved F%r I@ele@ﬁh 11/

3 : CIA-RDP80R01284A001800110079-0




Benate Hearsdata
On ABM in Secret

By Warren Unna
Washington Post Staff Writer

The Senate held an unusual 53-hour secret session
yesterday during which opponents and backers of the
B Administration’s anti-ballistic missile program disclosed
classified Pentagon material in an effort to persuade the
few remaining uncommitted Senators.
“Attendance was excellent, attention was rapt but very
few, if any, minds were?
changed,” Senate Majority
Leader Mike Mansfield (D-
Mont.) declared as the mara-
thon wound up just before 6

\

i

p.m.

Mansfield, a leading ABM §
opponent, said even before the
closed-door debate began that
“the odds are slightly favora-
ble, but it is still a toss-up” on
whether the Administration
gets its requested authoriza-
tion for preparing to deploy the
ABMs on two “initial sites in
Montana and North Dakota.

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy
| (D-Mass.), Democratic whip
and another leading ABM op-
ponent, was equally bearish:
 “In a matter which is as close
| as this I should think the per-|

suasive powers of the Presi-
dent are important.”

Here is what reportedly hap- &
pened behind the Senate’s|
closed doors:

Sen. Stuart Symington (D-
| Mo.), who orlgmally requested
b the secret session, began it by

| producing charts based on in-
formation he had obtained
from the Pentagon. He said
 these showed that the Soviets
could easily step up their|
k offensive missile proauction to
 overwhelm any ABM deploy-
ment the United States might
undertake to intercept oncom-
ing Soviet missiles.

Symington was assisted in
his argument by other ABM
opponents, Sens. Albert Gore
(D-Tenn.), Charles Percy (R-
1) and J. W. Fulbright (D-
Ark.).

Next came the Senate’s lead-
ing ABM advocate, Sen. Henry |

PM. Jackson of Washington, a
Democrat whom President
Nixon originally wanted as his |
Secretary of Defense.

See ABM, A8, Col. 2




SenaieHeargABVE Dure ingseve:

ABM, From A1l days in order to allow him to|ponents of the Safeguard anti-y Thurmond predicted thatf
counter Jackson’s arguments. |ballistic missile are “people|the Senate would approve the|
|charts, bigger than Syming. Yeste?days session  appar- yvhu don’t -behe_ve in America, Nixon Administration plan to
N . ently did not succeed in has-|in free enterprise, people who deploy the ABM “by two or
ton’s and accompanied by col- N . P
ored overlays. He said his in tening an end to the ABM de-|are against our way of life.” |three votes.”
p rma:‘ o ylv 1 him only the bate, now completing its sec-| Thurmond, who sat in on| At the conclusion of the
oe dfo ’g. het b “Tﬁ ¥te1 ond week. |yesterday’s closed Senate de-iﬁefﬁlnl%}m}éildmat ﬁheLHamp-
preceding mght by “The Intel| “gefore it began, Mansfield|pate on deploying the ABM, pgrk Prine é In Langley
ligence Community” under-|{spoke of calling up compreo- | . N 3 e eorge’s, Jay
lined the - Administration’s|mise amendments for a vote| 0ld 300 Prince George’sMorris, Young Republican
¢ Adminisiration’s Young Republicans, “If you/President, argued in vain

Blargument that the United|bPY next week. But after the i i against moti i
i knew the latest intelligence|35 a otion approving
session Mansfield said that the ABM. The motion passed

States must go ahead with an while the amendments may be how the Soviets are mov-
ABM because the Soviets are|caljed up next week, “Iyam ;):g cj)‘.orwardsand everything by about a 3-to-1 vote ratio.
stepping up their offensive|afraid” there will be no vote|there wouldn’t be any ques-
capabilities. that soon. tion in your mind.

¢t . But Sen. Marlow W. Cook| The Soviet Union, he said,
Missile Production (R-Ky.), an ABM opponent, de-lh as more intercontinental

Jackson told his audience— |clared: “I’d like to vote today.|ballistic ~missiles than the
lestimated by Mansfield at an }E"rom he.rtg on'int;t’s goin%i ’t’o Un;ted States, Ewi‘qe :g, _ﬁ@nyl
unusual high of r 93 Sen.|P€ Tepetition in the record.” |submarines and is- building
ators—thatESO?/iest)znﬁssile pio- Sen. Wallace F. Bennett (.R' ng“h te;-s and bolr'@lers,ABM
duction was now higher than|Otah), an ABM backer, said: fThl~s, poor liftle ABM —
previous estimates and de.| ! Went in as a hawk. I'm still defensive weapon — is being
ployment of these missiles|® NaWK. I haven't heard any- used just to try to stop Nix-
higher than the previous?y thing that will change my!on, Thurmond said.
published estimated of more ;nmd‘ And may‘be"the doves‘
than 200. eel the same way. s i

Jackson also declared that Thg un%’}?l mxtte}l Me? attors;
intelligence estimates now ?];ew g’;s'w rgg;asG Mac’x::xg]g:
have the Soviets producing nu-| 7wz’ " o - agnt
clear submarines at a much Eg-geals)h.), Nﬂ?{}én érat,‘glllhagl)s.
higher i fatid < ¥
cighte ara;: a:h;‘;e‘fﬂisﬁf ﬁg Alaska) and Clinton P. Ander-
i . S

speculation that Sen. Edwar
Commnt St oot Sherman | " Brooke (R-Mass.) is think-
s e . |ing of shifting from opposition

lower figures, obtained by in- to f
. s 0 the ABM to going along
telligence sources as recently with the Republican Adminis.
as June 25, Jackson countered tration P o

Jackson produced Pentagon

that the figures already were The Senate’s last secret ses-

outdated. i
But it was primarily a Sym- tsﬁZnAg'ﬁ last Oct. 14, also on

gton-Jackson confrontation, During the first five years

‘b::s tv;(f’ Dti':ocsrearfztzreA?nig of the Senate, from 1789 until |
Services Committee and its 1794, all sessions were held in
key CIA watchdog panel secret. After that secret ses-
Jack;on was asinJste d in his sions for presidential nomina-
argument by Chairman John|tions and the consideration of
gument by T OON | treaties continued right up
Stennis (D-Miss.) of the Senate
Armed Services Committee, as :
’ Since World War II, how-
{well as by Sens. John Tower| . o "0 1o siv closed sessions
(R-Tex.) and Howard Baker have been held
(R-Tenn.). ’
Stennis took the -unusual
step of briefing reporters in Sen. Thurmond Raps
fthe Senate Press Gallery be-| Opponents of ABM
 fore the debate began and an-| gon  Strom Thurmond (R
jticipated an argument he knew "gal i | |
Symington would bring out in S.C), said last night that op
fthe closed session. |
Contrary to reports that the
Administration was nowhere
near ready to proceed from
the research to the production
stage, Stennis said, six of the
nine Spartan missiles tested
al Kwajaleln atoll in the Pa-
cific performed successfully,
jtwo were partially successful
tand only one was a failure.
Sen. Tower then updated
that by saying a tenth Spartan
had been tested and was suc- |
cessful. Spartan is one of two
missiles that makes up the
ABM. The other is the Sprint.
One 1leadin g Republican
ABM advocates said after the
closed-door session that the in-
formation disclosed, with its
breathtakingly frank discus-
sion of both Soviet capabilities
and U.S. defense limitations,
“would make juicy reading for
the Communists.”

New Session Sought

Although Senators who are
members of either Armed
Services, Foreign Relations or
the Joint Committee on At-
omic Energy found nothing
new in the classified informa-
tion, Sen. Symington, nonethe-
less, requested that a second‘
closed-door session be held
within the next week to 10
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Nerve Gas Accident
Okinawa Mishap Bares
Overseas Deployrﬁent
Of Chemlcal Weapons

Leak at US Base Fells 25;
Angry Reaction Expected
At Home, From Japanese

Coup for Red Propaganda?

By ROBERT KEATLEY
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
WASHINGTON~The United Stales has ap-
parently deployed operational weapons armed
with lethal chemical agents as part of its deter-
rent force overseas.

That conclusion is indi¢ated by an acciden-
tal release of deadly VX nerve gas at the U.S.
base on Okinawa last week. A container of the
gas or a weapon carrying it broke open there,
and some 25 persons were hospitalized after
exposure fo it.;Word of the mcldent has just
gotten back to Washington. At a late hour
last night, high Defense and other Adminis-
tration officials were debating what to say
about the ma.tter or whether to say anythmg
at all.

Their sensitivity sprmgs from awareness
that disclosure of the unsuspected deploy-
ment could have broad and adverse repercus-
sions for the U.S. overseas and for the Admin-
istration at home. It could create a wave of
, anti-American feeling abroa.d just as President
" Nixon sets forth next week on a planned trium-
phal tour following the U.S. moon voyagers’
Pacific splashdown. More important, it could
touch off wviolent leftist demonstra.tions in
Japan on the eve of Secretary of State Willlam
Rogers® visit there to discuss continued U.S.
use of Okinawa’'as the main American strate-
gic base In Asia. The news will almost cer-
tainly prompt propagandists in all Communist
countries to attack Washington’s polltical and
militgry ijectxves

Capitol Hill Controversy '

The information seems certain, in addition,
to arouse new Congressional opposition to
the development of toxic weapons in par-
ticular -and to the military in general. Word
of the Okinawan accident may come at
a particularly bad time for advocates of de-
ployment of the Safeguard antiballistic mis-
sile, since that project is now being debated
by the Senate.

Chemical and bacteriological warfare
(CBW) has become highly controversial
on Capitol Hill recently, An accident at

the Utah testing range killed some 6,400 sheep
last year. This spring Americans learned that
the Army planned to dispose of some 27,000
tons of “surplus’” CBW agents and- equipment
by transporting them across country by train
and dumping them into the Atlantic Ocean off
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the New Jersey coast; this plan was widely
condemned as dangerous and has since been
dropped.

On top of such controversy comes the sur-
prise and troublesome disclosure that such
deadly gases are on Okinawa. The island is of-
ficially Japanese property; Tokyo retains ‘re-
sidual sovereignty’’ over the big U.S. Army,
Air Force and Marine Corps complex, though
the U.S. has nearly complete freedom in man.
aging it. The base also hosts giant B52 bombers
and some medium-range missiles deployed as
a deterrent against Communist China. Nu-
clear explosives are kept on the base for pos-
sible use by these planes and missiles, and

that’s a main reason for Japanese opposition
to continued American use of the island.

The news reaching Washington about the
Okinawa. accident is little more than that it
happened. There is no detail on how it took
place. But it is believed that all the victims
were American soldiers and none were Okina-
wan employes of the U.S. Apparently no deaths
occurred,  though Pentagon ommals will not
discuss the matter in detail.

l The VX nerve gas that escaped at Okinawa
]is a mainstay .0f the U.S. CBW arsenal. It is
i this agent that drifted outside the Utah testing

range last year and killed the sheep in nearby .

Skull Valley.

A Deadly Gas :

VX is one of the deadliest nerve gases in ex-
istence, since it persists longer than others
when released into the atmosphere. A few mil-
ligrams, if inhaled, cause death within sec-
onds; a slightly larger dose on the skin can kill
in minutes if certain countermeasures, such as
artificial respiration and special drugs, are not
taken immediately. In the Okinawan accident.
it is believed that countermeasures were quick-
ly taken and that no large area was contami-
nated. )

It is possible that a previous instance of
CBW contamination on Okinawa occurred last
summer. About 100 Okinawan children be-
came mysteriously ill after swimming near a
U.S. base; several were hospitalized with such
symptoms as high fevers. American military
authorities investigated allegations that chem-
ical agents might ‘have’ leaked into the sea
but told worried Okinawan officials they
couldn't find evidence of any such mishap. .

An Army technical manual describes the
symptoms of nerve gas poisoning as ‘‘running
nose, tightness of chest, dimness of vision, pin-
pointing’ of eye pupils, difficulty in breathing,
drooling, excessive sweating, nausea, vomit-
ing, cramps, involuntary defecation and urina-
tion, twitching, jerking, staggering, headache,
confusion, drowsiness, coma, convulsion, ces-
sation of breathing, death.”

Thus far, it has never been dlSClOSGd that
the U.S. has deployed any lethal chemical
agents outside this country. And apparently the
Japanese government has never been notified,
officially or otherwise, of the presence of nerve
gases on Okinawa. The disclosure seems cer-
tain to prompt an angry storm of reaction in
Japan. Leftists there have demonstrated fre-
quently against the U.S. use of nonlethal tear
and nausea gases in South Vietnam, and the
use of napalm against North Vietham. And now
experts on Japan are expressing concern about
new outbursts in Tokyo against the storage on
‘Okinawa of CBW agents, which are more
feared and closer to home than any weapons
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deployed in Vietham.
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“The Army vecently told Congress that it~
spends about $350 million annually on various
phases of CBW research and development. The
chemical agents include nerve and other gases

that produce various physical effects ranging
from temporary incapacitation to death. Biol-.
ogical agents, including germs and viruses,
_cause diseases, some fatal; current Army re-
-search involves studies, for example, of ways
‘to spread plague and other disabling illnesses.
"But the Okinawa accident did not involve such
, biological weapons, and there is no reason to
believe that any such agents are located there.
Recent protests over the existence of chemi-
cal and biological weapons—certain to mount
now—have already caused the Senate Armed
Services Committee to cut from this fiscal
year’s budget $16 million planned for research
and development on lethal offensive CBW
weapons. Democratic Sen. Thomas McIntyre
of New Hampshire explained: *‘Measured
against this nation’s traditional opposition to
the offensive use of such agents, we could not
justify research and development expenditures |
for that purpose.” . i
Though it isn't known just.what weapons or |
gas containers were involved in the Okinawa '
incident, several ways of delivering CBW!
agents have been developed by military re-
searchers. These include grenades, shells and
small ground-to-ground rockets that would ex-
plode on impact, releasing the agents. There’
are also bombs and airplane-launched rockets;

above ground rather than on impact so the
CBW agents would cover a large area.

The CBW material the Army recently pro-
posed to sink off the New Jersey coast included
2,660 tons of rockets and 12,322 tons of Air
Force bomb clusters, both filled with nerve
gas.

Another system involves the use of genera-
tors. A CBW generator includes a tank filled
with an agent, a source of pressure and a noz-
zle through which the agent is pumped into the
atmosphere—upwind of the target area.

One report says the Army missiles called
Corporal and Sergeant were designed at least
partly for delivery of CBW agents. Sergeant, it
has been claimed, can fire a 1,600-pound pay-
load about 85 miles; according to one estimate,
if this missile’s warhead were filled with nerve

such bombs would probably be triggered just |

gas and the gas were dispensed by an aerosol
spray process, it could kill about one-third of
the people in an area one mile in diameter.
These missiles are deployed in Western Eu-
rope, but it’s not known if they are armed with
CBW warheads. ’

Years ago Presldent Franklin Roosevelt
vowed the U.S. would never be the first to use
chemical or biological weapons in warfare, and
this presumably remains official policy. But
the Pentagon has consistently opposed efforts
to restrict sharply U.S. development of such
hardware; military men contend this country
ust know about.ways of devising CBW weap-
ons, it only for deterrent reasons. .

Approved For Release 2005/11/23 : CIA-RDP80R01284A001800110079-0

The Soviet Union, it is reported, has a large
CBW research and development program of its
own. Back in 1960, Lt. Gen. A. G. Trudeau,
then the U.S. Army’s research chief, told Con-
gress that ‘“we know that the Soviets are put-
ting a high priority on development of lethal
and nonlethal weapons, and that their weapons
stockpile consists of about one-sixth chemical
munitions. Russian leaders have boasted that
they are fully prepared to use new chemical
weapons of great significance, and we know So-’
viet forces are trained in their use.”
| A 1960 Army study claims each Soviet divi-
slon has a “‘specific unit devoted to the field of
chemical warfare.” A Russian general was.
quoted as stating: ‘““Many of our scientists ., . .
regard research on the actions of poisons and
on the development of antidotes to be their pa-
triotic duty.”

To justify its CBW activities, the U'S. Army
emphasizes the idea of ‘‘retaliatory capability
as a deterrent.” The generals also stress they
must know what the offensive capabilities of
such weapons are before they can devise defen-
ses. In addition, many military men justify
such weapons as being more efficient and
much less destructive than nuclear weapons;
they emphasize that many CBW agents are
only temporarily disabling but not lethal.
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